
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  - MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2009 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
 
 

GOVERNMENT TO DISMISS FEDERAL INDICTMENT AGAINST ZHENLI YE GON 
  
 We are grateful to learn that the United States of America, through the Department of Justice 
under the direction of Attorney General Eric H. Holder, has decided to drop its criminal charge 
against Zhenli Ye Gon, a citizen of Mexico and China.  Today, the government of the United States 
of America filed a motion to dismiss the criminal charge against Zhenli Ye Gon in Case No. 07-181 
in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.  

 
 Mr. Ye Gon was arrested in Wheaton, Maryland on July 23, 2007 on the charge that he aided 
and abetted the manufacture of methamphetamine, knowing and intending that it would be imported 
into the United States.  Throughout the approximately two years of his harsh confinement, Mr. Ye 
Gon has steadfastly maintained that he was not guilty.  Prior to his arrest, Mr. Ye Gon owned and 
operated a successful pharmaceutical company in Mexico, Unimed Pharm Chem Mexico.   

 
Soon after his arrest, Mr. Ye Gon retained the services of international lawyer Martin F. 

McMahon, Esq. and his associate, Christine Hilgeman, Esq.  In October of 2008, Mr. Ye Gon 
retained criminal defense attorneys Manuel J. Retureta, Esq., A. Eduardo Balarezo, Esq., and Leigh 
Anne Wassem, Esq.  Mr. Ye Gon’s defense team has worked together to vigorously and successfully 
defend him. 
 
 Mr. Ye Gon and his attorneys are gratified to learn of today’s developments.  The 
government’s motion clearly shows that federal charges against Mr. Ye Gon should never have been 
filed.  Unfortunately, it took two years for the government of the United States to reach that 
conclusion. 
  
 Mr. Ye Gon wishes to express his gratitude to the Honorable Emmet G. Sullivan, who 
throughout the proceedings against Mr. Ye Gon has employed both extraordinary judicial insight as 
well as humanity in his fair handling of Mr. Ye Gon’s case. 
 
 Mr. Ye Gon intends to vigorously contest the extradition proceedings pending against him, 
and shall fight his forced return to Mexico, where he believes there is a reasonable probability that he 
will be unable to receive a fair trial. 
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