
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

_________________________________ 
      ) 
VANESSA A. MCFADDEN  )  
      ) 
  Plaintiff,   ) 
      ) 

v. )    Civil Case No. 05-2401 (RJL)
)  

BALLARD SPAHR ANDREWS & )
INGERSOLL, LLP et al.   )  
      ) 
  Defendants.   )  
_________________________________) 

PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR REFERRAL TO MEDIATION PROGRAM  

COMES NOW Plaintiff Vanessa A. McFadden, by and through 

undersigned counsel, to move this Honorable Court for an Order referring this 

matter to the Court’s Mediation Program.  Currently, trial is scheduled to begin on 

July 23, 2012.  While Ms. McFadden does not wish the Court to postpone the trial 

date, but retain the dates presently scheduled, she believes the parties would 

benefit from the Mediation Program’s offerings and the expertise of a third-party 

facilitator.   

Under Local Rule 84.4,  

District judges may refer civil cases to mediation, subject to the 
availability of mediators: 

(l)   by encouraging litigants to submit to mediation 
voluntarily and entering a consent order referring the case to 
the Circuit Executive's Office, or 
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(2)  by requiring litigants to participate after giving them an 
opportunity, in response to an order to show cause, to explain 
why mediation would not be appropriate in their case. 

Throughout this matter, Ms. McFadden has made several attempts to 

resolve this employment dispute with Defendants – the most recent of which she 

initiated May 3, 2012.  While Ms. McFadden has offered to meet informally with 

the opposing parties and their counsel, among other things, Defendants’ counsel 

indicates that Defendants are not willing to do so.  Notwithstanding this, given the 

discrete nature of the remaining FMLA interference claim before the Court, and in 

her view, the manageable difference between the parties’ respective positions, 

Plaintiff believes this case is well-poised for mediation, which might well result in 

a resolution.  

In the event the Defendants decline to submit voluntarily to mediation, 

Plaintiff respectfully requests that the Court issue a Show Cause Order directing 

Defendants to show cause why the matter should not be referred to mediation.  

Although it is not ideal to require a party to mediate, such a course may be 

necessary to avoid the further expenditure of time and resources of all concerned.    

     Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: May 18, 2012  By:__________/s/_________________ 
      Teresa W. Murray 
      THE LAW OFFICE OF T.W. MURRAY

8403 Colesville Road 
Suite 610 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Ph: 301-537-0862/Fax: 301-587-9397 
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