
 

 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  : CRIMINAL NO. 09-335 (RJL) 
      : 
  v.    : 
      : 
AMARO GONCALVES, et al.,  : 
      : 
   Defendants.  : 
                                                                        : 
  

GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSED VOIR DIRE 
 

 The United States of America, by and through its undersigned attorneys, requests that, in 

addition to its customary questions, the Court include the following questions in its examination 

of prospective jurors pursuant to Rule 24(a) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 

  

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

DENIS J. McINERNEY    RONALD C. MACHEN JR. 
 Chief, Fraud Section     United States Attorney 
        In and For the District of Columbia 
 
 
By:                      /s/                                                        /s/    
 LAURA N. PERKINS    MATTHEW C. SOLOMON 
 D.C. Bar # 479048     NY Bar # 3055209 
 JOEY LIPTON     JONATHAN HARAY 
 IL Bar # 6225473      D.C. Bar # 480140 
 AMANDA AIKMAN     Assistant United States Attorneys 
 VA Bar # 76456     Fraud & Public Corruption Section 
 Trial Attorneys     United States Attorney’s Office 
 Criminal Division, Fraud Section   555 4th Street, N.W. 
 U.S. Department of Justice    Washington, D.C. 20530 
 1400 New York Avenue, N.W.   (202) 514-7566 
 Washington, D.C. 20530     
 (202) 514-7023  
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GOVERNMENT’S REQUESTED VOIR DIRE QUESTIONS 
 

Knowledge of Potential Witnesses and Other Relevant Individuals and Businesses 

 This is a criminal case.  The defendants, John Benson Wier III, Pankesh Patel, Andrew 

Bigelow, and Lee Allen Tolleson, are charged with the commission of federal crimes.  The 

defendants are charged with conspiracy to violate the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, a law that 

makes it a crime to bribe a foreign government official.  The government alleges that the 

defendants, who were involved in selling various military and law enforcement products, agreed 

to pay a bribe to the defense minister in an African country in order to sell their products.  The 

deal to sell the products to the foreign government was actually part of an undercover “sting” 

operation.  The defendants’ conduct is alleged to have occurred between May 2009 and January 

2010.    

 The defendants are also each individually charged with two violations of the Foreign 

Corrupt Practices Act, based on the same alleged scheme to bribe a foreign official in order to 

sell their products.   

 The defendants are also each charged with conspiracy to violate the money laundering 

laws of the United States.    

 1. Is there anything about the charges in this case that makes you unable to serve as 

a juror? 

 2. Do you have any personal knowledge of the charges in the indictment as I have 

described them?  Has you seen or read anything about this case in the media? 

 3. Do you know, or have you had any dealings, directly or indirectly, with the 

defendants John Benson Wier III, Pankesh Patel, Andrew Bigelow, or Lee Allen Tolleson, or 

with any relative, friend, or associate of the defendants? 
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 4. The Government is represented here by the United States Attorney’s Office for 

the District of Colombia, as well as by the Fraud Section, Criminal Division, United States 

Department of Justice.  The United States’ case will be presented by Assistant United States 

Attorney Jonathan Haray, and Trial Attorneys Joey Lipton and Laura Perkins.  They will be 

assisted at counsel table by Special Agent Christopher Forvour of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and paralegal specialists Carolyn Cody and Elizabeth Sebesky.  Do you know any 

of these individuals?  Have you had any dealings, personal or business, with anyone from the 

Department of Justice’s Criminal Division or from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of 

Columbia, or with any of these individuals? 

 5. Defendant John Benson Wier III is represented by [insert names].  Defendant 

Pankesh Patel is represented by [insert names].  Defendant Andrew Bigelow is represented by 

[insert names].  Defendant Lee Allen Tolleson is represented by [insert names].  Do you know 

any of these individuals?  Have you had any dealings, personal or business, with any of these 

individuals?  

 6. The parties will now mention names you may hear in this case.  The mentioning 

of a person’s name does not mean that that person will testify as a witness.  I will ask whether 

any of you know, know about, or have had any dealings with these people or entities because 

they may be witnesses at or mentioned during the course of the trial.  

[List of names to be provided] 

Do you know or know about, or have you had any dealings, personal or business, with any of the 

named individuals or entities?  Do you know or know about, or have you had any dealings with, 

any relatives or associates of the named individuals or entities? 
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 7. Have you, your relatives, or your close friends ever traveled to, lived in, or done 

business with companies located in any country in Africa?  If so, what country? 

 8. Do you, your relatives, or your close friends have any specialized knowledge 

concerning the military and law enforcement products industry that sells, among other products, 

rifles, laser grips, grenades, grenade launchers, and military uniforms? 

Publicity At Courthouse (If Applicable) 

 9.  Did anyone speak to you or provide you with notes or other written materials 

about this case outside the courthouse today that appeared to be related to this case? 

The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (“FCPA”) 

 10.  This case involves violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, also known as 

the “FCPA,” which makes it a federal crime to pay a bribe to a foreign government official in 

connection with efforts to get business or contracts.  The FCPA applies to U.S. nationals, or to 

foreign nationals who act within the United States.  The FCPA does not criminalize the receipt of 

a bribe by the foreign official.  

a.  Do you feel that it is acceptable for the United States to hold foreign nationals 

accountable for foreign bribery if they take related actions in the United States? 

b. Do you believe that foreign bribery should not be illegal, or that the laws 

governing foreign bribery should not be enforced criminally? 

c. Do you feel that foreign bribery is acceptable where necessary to compete 

overseas, and that foreign bribery is just a cost of doing business in some foreign 

countries?  Have you been involved in an offense involving foreign bribery, 

bribery in the United States, or other corruption allegations?  Has any relative, 

close friend, or associate of yours been involved in an offense involving foreign 
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bribery, bribery in the United States, or other corruption allegations?  Have you, 

any member of your family, or any close friends had any experiences of any kind, 

directly or indirectly, with foreign bribery, bribery in the United States, or other 

corruption allegations? 

e. Do you feel that foreign bribery is acceptable if it is done indirectly, through a 

third-party or middleman, and not directly to a foreign government official? 

f.  Is there anything about the nature of these charges that would cause you to be 

unable to render a fair and impartial verdict in this case? 

Legal Experience 

 11. Have you ever studied law, practiced law, or worked for a lawyer?  Is there 

anything about that experience that would prevent you from being impartial in this case, or affect 

your ability to follow the court’s instructions about the law to be applied in this case?   

 12 .  Have you or any relatives or close friends ever worked in any capacity for any 

state or federal law enforcement agency?  Law enforcement agency includes any police 

department, in or outside the District, special police officers, prosecutor’s offices, correctional 

officers, Department of Justice, U.S. Marshal, Sheriff’s Department, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, U.S. Secret Service, Capitol Police?  Is there anything about your experience 

which would make it difficult for you to render a fair and impartial verdict in this case? 

 13. Have you or any relatives or close friends ever worked in any capacity for the 

Public Defender Service, the Federal Public Defender, a criminal defense attorney, or a private 

investigator?  Is there anything about your experience which would make it difficult for you to 

render a fair and impartial verdict in this case?  
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 14. Have you or any relatives or close friends ever worked in any capacity for the 

court system or any correctional institution, jail, or penitentiary whether local, state, or federal?  

Is there anything about your experience which would make it difficult for you to render a fair 

and impartial verdict in this case? 

 15.  Have you or any relatives or close friends had a dispute with a federal agency of 

any kind?  Is there anything about your experience which would make it difficult for you to 

render a fair and impartial verdict in this case? 

 16. Have you or any relatives or close friends been a plaintiff or defendant in any 

civil court case?  Is there anything about your experience which would make it difficult for you 

to render a fair and impartial verdict in this case?  

 17. Have you ever served as a juror?  Is there anything about your experience as a 

juror that would make you not want to serve again, or that affected your opinion about the jury 

system?  Is there anything about your experience as a juror which would make it difficult for you 

to render a fair and impartial verdict in this case? 

 18. Have you ever appeared or testified in any legal proceeding or investigation for 

any reason, whether as a plaintiff, defendant, victim, or witness?  Is there anything about this 

experience that would make it difficult for you to render a fair and impartial verdict in this case? 

 19. Have you or any member of your family or any of your close friends ever been 

the victim of a crime, a witness to the crime, or arrested for or charged with a crime?  Is there 

anything about this experience which would make it difficult for you to render a fair and 

impartial verdict in this case?   
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Witnesses, Evidence, and Legal Principles 

 20.  You may hear testimony in this case from Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation (“FBI”). 

 a.  Do you know anyone who works for the FBI? 

b.  Have you, or anyone close to you, had any experience, either positive or negative, 

with the FBI? 

 21.  Would you judge the credibility of a law enforcement officer differently from that 

of any other witness? 

 22.  You will hear testimony and see evidence in this case relating to an undercover 

“sting” operation conducted by law enforcement and persons assisting the government with this 

investigation, including conversations and meetings that were secretly recorded by law 

enforcement agents.   

 a. Is there any member of the jury panel who believes law enforcement should not  

  use “sting” operations or other deceptive practices in its investigations of criminal 

  offenses?  

 b. Do you have any feelings about the use of undercover audio or video recordings  

  that would make it difficult for you to consider the evidence fairly? 

 23. You may also hear evidence of the following: 

 a. Searches of business and computers conducted by law enforcement agents during  

  this investigation; and 

 b. Post-arrest statements  

Do you have any views or feelings about such evidence, if admitted, that would make it difficult 

for you to consider the evidence fairly? 
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 24. You may hear testimony in this case from witnesses who have admitted to 

committing crimes and who are testifying pursuant to written agreements with the government.  

These so-called “cooperating” witnesses might be testifying in the hopes that they will receive 

lesser sentences for their crimes.   

 a. Is there any member of the jury panel who has strong feelings about individuals  

  who are cooperating with the government or the government’s use of those  

  witnesses?   

 b. Would any of you be unwilling to consider the testimony of such cooperating  

  witnesses because there is a possibility that they might receive lesser sentences for 

  their crimes?   

 25. Under the law, the jury determines the facts and the Court determines the law.  

You are required to accept the law as the Court explains it to you even if you do not like the law 

or disagree with it, and you must determine the facts according to those instructions.  Do you 

have any opinion about these general principles that might make it difficult for you to serve as a 

juror in this case?   

 26. The defendants have entered a plea of not guilty to the charges and denied 

criminal involvement in the actions alleged.  In a criminal case, a defendant is presumed 

innocent unless and until the government proves his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.  A 

defendant need not produce any evidence whatsoever to prove his innocence.  The burden is on 

the government to prove a defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  This burden never shifts 

throughout the trial.  If you find the government has failed to prove beyond a reasonable doubt 

any element of an offense with which the defendant is charged, you will have to find the 

defendant not guilty of that offense.  On the other hand, if you find that the government has 
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proven beyond a reasonable doubt every element of the offense with which the defendant is 

charged, it will be your duty to find him guilty of that offense.  Will you have difficulty 

accepting or applying these rules of law? 

 27.  The possible punishment in a case is not for the jury to decide.  Could you decide 

this case without concerns for any potential punishment the defendants may, or may not, receive? 

 28. Do any of you have any reservations concerning the administration of criminal 

justice in the courts that would prevent you from rendering a fair and impartial verdict in this 

case? 

 29.  Do you have any reservations about sitting in judgment of an accused person and 

returning a verdict?  

 30. Do any of you have any religious, moral, philosophical, or other beliefs and 

opinions that would prevent you from rendering judgment in this case? 

Concluding Questions 

 31. The trial in this case may last as long as [insert number] business days, or [insert 

number] weeks.  Do you have any urgent or extremely important matters to attend to in the next 

[insert number] business days such that you could be faced with a hardship if you were selected 

for the jury in this case?  

 32. Do any of you have any seeing or hearing problems, illnesses, or other medical 

conditions that would make it difficult for you to sit as a juror in this case?  Do any of you need 

to take any medication that might cause drowsiness or otherwise make it difficult for you to 

remain alert and attentive during these proceedings? 
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 33. Is there any other reason that you can think or whether or not it has been covered 

by a previous question, why you could not sit fairly, attentively, and impartially in this case?     

 34.  Is there any matter any juror would prefer to discuss privately with the judge? 
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