
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

________________________________________________ 
      )  
SAIFULLAH PARACHA (ISN 1094), ) 
      ) 
 Petitioner,     ) 
      ) 
 v.      )  Civil Action No. 04-2022 (PLF) 
      ) 
BARACK H. OBAMA, et al.,   )   
      ) 
 Respondents.    ) 
____________________________________) 

 
RESPONDENTS’ THIRD MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME  

 The Government respectfully requests another short extension of time to respond to 

Petitioner’s Application for Immediate Access to All Publicly Available Wikileaks Documents 

Relevant to Petitioner’s Case.  On April 28, 2011, Petitioner asked the Court to order the 

Government to provide him immediate access to all publicly available Wikileaks documents 

relevant to his habeas case.  Dkt. No. 363.  The Court issued an order instructing the Government 

to respond to Petitioner’s filing by May 11, 2011, Dkt. No. 364; it subsequently granted 

Respondents’ initial request for an extension of time, see Minute Order (May 12, 2011), as well 

as Respondents’ unopposed second motion for an extension of time until June 3, 2011, to file 

their response.  See Minute Order (May 31, 2011). 

 As explained in Respondents’ prior extension motions, the Government is working on  

guidance for all habeas counsel pertaining to the Wikileaks documents at issue in Petitioner’s 

filing.  In particular, the guidance will address how habeas counsel may access the materials 

posted on the Wikileaks website, how counsel can use those materials in the Guantanamo habeas 

litigation, and the extent to which counsel may publicly discuss the materials at issue.  Therefore, 

the guidance may resolve or significantly narrow the scope of the issues raised by Petitioner’s 
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motion.  Because the guidance must strike a delicate balance between the interests of all 

petitioners’ counsel in securing access to the Wikileaks materials and the United States 

Government’s interest in the protection and proper handling of classified information, it remains 

under consideration at senior levels of the United States Government and could not be finalized 

by today’s deadline. 

 Accordingly, Respondents request a one-week extension of time until Friday, June 10, 

2011, to respond to Petitioner’s motion.  This additional time will permit the Government to 

finalize its guidance regarding the Wikileaks materials, carefully balancing habeas counsel’s and 

the Government’s competing interests.  The extension will also promote judicial economy by 

requiring the Court to consider only one response by Respondents, as opposed to an initial 

response and the inevitable supplemental response once the guidance has been completed. 

 As previously discussed, Petitioner will not be prejudiced in the interim because no 

emergency exists in these stayed proceedings.  See Dkt. No. 364 (noting that “no emergency 

exists in this litigation”); Dkt. No. 367 (granting Petitioner’s request to stay the instant case).  

That said, the Government apologizes for any inconvenience this additional request may cause 

the Court. 

// 

// 

// 
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 Pursuant to Local Rule 7(m), Respondents sent an e-mail message to Petitioner’s counsel 

and telephoned him to determine his position regarding the instant motion.  At the time of this 

filing, Respondents have not been able to reach Petitioner’s counsel. 

 

Dated: June 3, 2011    Respectfully submitted, 
 

TONY WEST 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
JOSEPH H. HUNT (D.C. Bar No. 431134) 
Branch Director 
 
TERRY M. HENRY 
JAMES J. GILLIGAN 
Assistant Branch Directors 

 
/s/ Stephen M. Elliott 

ANDREW I. WARDEN 
STEPHEN M. ELLIOTT 
JOSEPH FOLIO 
Attorneys 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
Tel: (202) 305-8177 
stephen.elliott@usdoj.gov  
 
Attorneys for Respondents 
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