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U.S. District Court Judge Orders Russian Federation  
to Return Sacred Documents to Chabad   

D.C. District Court Orders Return of Sacred Manuscripts Seized During Bolshevik 
Revolution, World War II; Caps More Than Five Years of Litigation 

WASHINGTON (Aug. 4, 2010) – The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
entered a default judgment against the Russian Federation, the Russian Ministry of 
Culture, the Russian State Library, and the Russian State Military Archive in an action 
filed by a religious organization, Agudas Chasidei Chabad of United States, to recover 
a sacred collection of Jewish books and manuscripts that were seized during the 
Bolshevik Revolution and World War II.   

In an order filed July 30 and released today, Judge Royce C. Lamberth told the Russian 
government to surrender to the U.S. Embassy in Moscow or to the duly appointed 
representatives of Agudas Chabad the complete collection of religious books, 
manuscripts, documents and things that comprise the collection, and further ordered 
the defendants to assist and authorize the transfer of the collection and to provide 
whatever security and authorization is needed to insure prompt and safe 
transportation of the collection to a destination of the plaintiff’s choosing.   

“This victory is a triumph for justice for the Jewish people and others who abhor the 
Nazi and Soviet exploitation of victims of genocide, and the unlawful and immoral 
suppression of religious faith by the current Russian government,” said Seth Gerber of 
Bingham McCutchen LLP, one of the lawyers representing Agudas Chabad. Gerber was 
joined by Bingham partners Marshall Grossman in Santa Monica, Calif., and David 
Salmons in Washington, D.C. 

“This is a historic victory for Chabad to recover what rightfully belongs to the Jewish 
people,” Grossman said. “We hope that the Russian government will respect the order 
of the court and return the collection promptly.” 

In addition to the Bingham team, Agudas Chabad is represented by Washington 
lawyers Nathan Lewin and Alyza Lewin of Lewin & Lewin LLP, and Wm. Bradford 
Reynolds of Howrey LLP. 
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Chabad Granted Default Judgment Against Russian Federation 

  

“The return of these sacred materials to their proper home is long overdue,” said 
Nathan Lewin. “Russia should finally do what is right and not make it necessary for the 
Chabad community to enforce this judgment with the civil contempt remedies that are 
well-known and frequently invoked in American courts.” 

Added Reynolds: “The District Court has correctly found that the these most revered 
religious writings were unlawfully taken and for far too long withheld by the Russian 
government, and has ordered that they now must be returned to their rightful owners. 
With this decision, we are close to the end of a long journey, and trust that we will soon 
have these sacred texts back in our possession.” 

Agudas Chabad is headquartered in Brooklyn, N.Y., with more than 3,000 international 
branches; it is the largest Jewish organization in the world today. Agudas Chabad filed 
this action on Nov. 9, 2004 under the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act. After more 
than five years of hotly contested litigation, including an appeal in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia, which affirmed the U.S. federal court’s jurisdiction 
over the defendants, the defendants withdrew from the litigation. 

Bingham offers a broad range of market-leading practices focused on global financial 
services firms and Fortune 100 companies. The firm has 1,100 lawyers in 13 locations in 
the United States, Europe and Asia. 
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