
HONORABLE JOHN D. BATES
Director
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October 9, 2013

MEMORANDUM

To: All United States Judges
Circuit Executives
Federal Public/Community Defenders
District Court Executives
Clerks, United States Courts
Chief Probation Officers
Chief Pretrial Services Officers
Senior Staff Attorneys
Chief Circuit Mediators
Bankruptcy Administrators
Circuit Librarians

From: Judge John D. Bates  

RE: UPDATE ON STATUS OF JUDICIARY FUNDING AND GUIDANCE FOR 

JUDICIARY OPERATIONS DURING A LAPSE IN APPROPRIATIONS

(IMPORTANT INFORMATION)

I write to provide you with an update on the Judiciary’s fiscal year 2014 funding status
and additional guidance on Judiciary operations in the event Congress does not enact a
continuing resolution (CR) by the time our fee balances are exhausted.  Unfortunately, the lapse
in appropriations appears to have no immediate end in sight.  

STATUS OF FEE BALANCES

In my memorandum of September 24, 2013, I informed you that we could sustain
judiciary-wide operations using available fee balances through October 15, 2013.  Based on
updated analysis conducted by the Administrative Office’s (AO) Budget Division and thanks to
your ability to keep fiscal year 2014 obligations to a “bare-bones” level, I can now report that
our fee balances are sufficient to maintain Judiciary operations through October 17, 2013. 
We will continue to examine all spending and fund balances, and you should continue to do your
part by curtailing all non-essential spending, in hopes of extending our funding through
October 18, 2013, and hence through the end of the current pay period.  

A TRADITION OF SERVICE TO THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY

https://infoweb.ao.dcn/bcastpdf/DIR13-084.pdf
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INFORMATION ON OPERATIONS AFTER FEE BALANCES ARE EXHAUSTED

The AO has provided extensive guidance to courts and federal defender organizations
about operations after our fee balances are exhausted.  In addition to the memorandum issued on
September 24 and my follow-up October 4 memorandum, the AO has also issued guidance and
advice on human resources, procurement, and facilities and security matters.  To further assist
you, we are planning several web or telephone conferences on October 15 and 16 where
subject matter experts from the AO’s Office of the General Counsel; Human Resources Office;
Budget, Accounting and Procurement Office; Facilities and Security Office; Court Services
Office; Probation and Pretrial Services Office; and Defender Services Office will be available to
provide updated information and to answer any further questions that you may have.  All chief
judges (appellate, district, and bankruptcy), court unit executives (from all court programs), and
federal public defenders will be invited to participate.  More information about these conferences
will be provided in the coming days.

AO OPERATIONS AFTER FEE BALANCES ARE EXHAUSTED

Like each court, the AO has examined its own work based on the Guide to Judiciary
Policy and the statutory definitions of what constitutes work that could be excepted from the
provisions of the Anti-Deficiency Act (so-called “essential” work).  After careful review by the
AO’s managers and our Executive Management Group, we plan to furlough a substantial number
of AO staff in the event that Congress does not enact appropriations before the judiciary’s fee
balances are exhausted; contractor services would also be reduced significantly.  The relevant
statutory and regulatory provisions require that action in our judgment.  We will continue to
provide critical support and service to the courts, but in some areas it may not be at quite the
level or speed that we would like or that you have come to expect. 

We will continue to keep you informed as events unfold over the next week.

cc: Jeffrey P. Minear, Counselor to the Chief Justice
John S. Cooke, Deputy Director, Federal Judicial Center
Kenneth P. Cohen, Staff Director, U.S. Sentencing Commission

https://infoweb.ao.dcn/bcastpdf/DIR13-090.pdf
http://jnet.ao.dcn/sites/default/files/pdf/Shutdown_Furlough_HR_Guidance_0.pdf
https://infoweb.ao.dcn/bcastpdf/OFB733.pdf
http://jnet.ao.dcn/facilities-security/shutdown-guidance-facilities-security-office%20

